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MY STORE 
GETS THAT BUSY 
ONCE A YEAR, 
IF THAT EVEN. 


BUT | CAN 

USUALLY TELL 
WHETHER OR 
NOT ANYONE 


SHEESH. 
1 DIDN'T HAVE 
A MOMENT ТО 
MYSELF FROM 
MORNING TILL 


AND SO, 
THERE AREN'T 
GOING TO BE 

ANY CUSTOMERS 


ሄሪ 


sfc sniff, sniff 


THE ONLY 
THING | CAN 
DO WITH 
THE BIKE 15 
CHANGE 
THE OIL. 


I'M NO GOOD 
WITH MACHINES. 


IF SOMETHING GOES 
WRONG WITH THE ENGINE, 
1 POLISH THE PLUGS. 


1 DON'T KNOW IF IT'S 
GOOD OR BAD FOR IT. 
1 JUST POLISH THEM. 


м, 


аж. / 
ji ТТ 


ші N b, n 
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RISING FROM THE WATER 
ARE TELEPHONE POLES, 
STONE WALLS, ROOFS... 


THEIR MEMORY IS STILL FRESH. 

BUT THE SHIFTING EARTH AND 

SAND ARE BURYING THEM, 
BIT BY BIT. 


1 CLEANED 
THE PLUGS. 


AV 


PN Т. AY И 


13 SFX: SIGH 


THE ENGINE FINALLY CAUGHT. 
1 COULD FEEL THAT IT WOULD. 
1 WONDER WHY? 


THERE WON'T 
BE A SINGLE 
CUSTOMER 

TODAY. 


I DON'T 
THINK THERE 
WILL BE ANY 
TOMORROW 


EITHER. 


第 111 话 四 Fin en 


IF DIONT 
LIVE HERE, 
1 COULD 


NEVER FIND 


JUST A 
LITTLE WAY OFF 
THE GREAT 
KOUSHU ROAD, 
I'M SURROUNDED. 
BY UNDER- 
GROWTH. 


THIS WAS 
COVERED IN 
HOUSES BACK 
WHEN MUSA- 
SHINO WAS 
THE CAPITAL. 


тв 
HARD то 
BELIEVE. 


SHIBA-CHAN 
AND | LIKE 
THIS BUILDING. 


БД? 
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THINGS | WANT 
TO DO. 


| HAVEN'T 
SEEN THE 
COLOR OF THE 
OTHER SIDE 
OF THOSE 
LEAVES OVER 
THERE. 
| WANT TO 
WALK COUNTER- 
CLOCKWISE 
AROUND THE 


HOUSE, JUST 
ONCE. 


EVERY DAY 
IS FILLED WITH 
THINGS TO 
DO. 


THESE 

THINGS ARE 

IMPORTANT 
TO YOU, 
ARENT 
THEY? 
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ў аот 
N WOULD HAVE 
BEEN FINE. 


COULDN'T 


BE HELPED. 


EASY 
DOES 
r. 


HUH. 
| FIGGERED 
YA MIGHT 
BE LATE. 
WELL, HE 
HASN'T 
COME YET. 


/ ₪ 
יי 
4 
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IT SEEMS THAT 


WE GOT A 
LETTER FROM 
TAKAHIRO 
THREE DAYS 


"IM COMING dA 


WITH NAI TO 
SEE EVERY- 


TAKAHIRO 
WENT TO WORK 
4ፐ THE HAMA- 


MATSU, THE 

"MOTOR CITY," 
WHERE NAI'S 
BUSINESS HAS 

A BRANCH. 


7 UR _ We _ 
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YOU'RE ALL 
MISUNDER- 
STANDING 


SEEING HOW 
YOUR HOME WAS IT? 
FROM THE 

AIR? 


ас 


I'VE COME 
TO WATCH 
THE FIRST 
SUNRISE 
OF THE 
YEAR. 


IT HAS A 
DIFFERENT 
FEEL THAN 
THE LAST 

TIME'S WHITE 

RAYS OF 

LIGHT. 


1 HAVEN'T 
COME SINCE 
THE TIME 
I WAS WITH 
TAKAHIRO. 


THIS YEAR'S 
FIRST SUN- 
RISE 16 THE 
REDDISH- 
BROWN 
COLOR OF A 
PERSIMMON. 


1 ONLY 


YOU A LITTLE 
WHILE AGO. 


MAKKI- 
CHAN, 
ARE YOU 
MERE BY 
YOURSELF? 


THEY LEFT 
ሠ EARLIER... 
I SAID Үр GO 
BACK WITH 
You. 


69 


si THANKS 
FOR EVERY- 
THING. 


SAY, 
WHAT WAS 
IN THAT LETTER? 
TAKAHIRO'S. 


THE SAME! UM: 


р STUFF 
መህ ABOUT THE 
DOING AND 

60 ON... CITY WHERE 
HE IS, HIS 


JOB... 


52 16 YOUR 
SHORTHANDED? P SHOP. 
MY PLACE? ₪: SHORT- 


HANDED? 


ҮМ OVER- 
STAFFED 
EVEN BY 
MYSELF. 


| GUESS.. 


2 


/ 


FIFTEEN, BUT IT 
STILL SOUNDS 


How 
704 SPEND 


WELL... 
IT'S NOT 
REALLY A 
308, BUT HOW 
IT MIGHT ABOUT YOU 
BE INTER- COME TO MY 


ESTING. PLACE? 


you 
CAN BE MY 
INTERN. 


ALTHOUGH 
1 DON'T THINK 
WE'LL GET ANY 
CUSTOMERS! 


ww 
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AH, WELL. 
CAN'T COMPLAIN, 
CAN'T COMPLAIN. 


WHAT ON 
EARTH ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? 


BUT, MAN. 
THE HOUSE 
16 SO EMPTY 
AGAIN. 


I'VE BEEN 
LIVING ALL 
ALONE FOR 
AGES. 
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НТ 
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ALTHOUGH 
EVEN THEN, 
K YOU SOME- 
WHAT'S д 
THAT SUP- 5 TIMES WONDER 


HOW IT 
a HAPPENED. 


LIKE YA LIVIN! 
LEFT SOME- ALONE, D'YA 


THIN’ UN- EVER FEEL. 
FINISHED? | DUNNO... 


THERE'S 
TOO MUCH 
TO ро. 


52 THE 
BEST YOU 


CAN DO... 
16 JUST 
A LITTLE. 
BUT, STILL... 


2 
СММ ሃል А 
COMPLIMENT! 


NOW THERE'S 


AT BEIN' SINGLE 
10 SAY. 


| THINK 
| SHOULD 
BE OFFENDED 
BY THAT. 


DI 


SOUNDS 
GOOD. 


IT's NOT 
ASIF! 
INTENDED TO 
STILL BE ALL 
ALONE. 
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Elevation: 1M 


OKAY, 
LET'S STOP 
FOR A BIT. 


YOU'RE 
BEING 
CAREFUL. 


IT'S STILL 
YOUR FIRST 
TIME ON A 
PUBLIC 
ROAD. 


IS THAT 
LESSON REALLY 
NECESSARY? 


you 
KNOW 


IF You 
TURN THE 
THROTTLE 
JUST ል BIT 
MORE, IT'LL 
RUN A LOT 
SMOOTHER. 


IF | COULD, 
סיו‎ LIKE TO TRY 
RIDING IT BY 
MYSELF. 


THINK OF 
IT A6 THE. 
"LONG-RANGE 
HEAVY LUGGAGE 
TRANSPORT" 
LESSON. 


Vat? 


SOMETIMES... 
RARELY... 


You JUST 
WANT TO 
HAVE FUN. 


LETS 
m GOTHAT 
Doesn't МАЎ! 
BRANCH 
AFTER HERE, 
SO ITLL BE 


YOU'RE 
DEFINITELY 


you 
LOOKED 52 
GLUM IN THE 
SHOP. 


| 
| _ ‘cause 
IT'S BORING! 


OPEN THE THROTTLE, 
BIT BY BIT, SHIFT YOUR WEIGHT FROM 
MAKKI-CHAN SIDE TO SIUE, AND DRIVE 
AND THE SCOOTER AS IF YOU WERE FLYING. 
BLEND TOGETHER. 


FIND THE. 
RIGHT SPEED. 
FOR THE ENGINE, 
THE WIND, THE 
FLOW OF THE 
SCENERY. 


FORGET 
THE STEERING, 
THE THROTTLE. 


BIT BY BIT, 
THE BIKE 
VANISHES. 


FEELS AS IF 
YOUR BODY 15 
FLYING THROUGH 
THE AIR ONE 
METER ABOVE 
THE GROUND. 


SHIFT YOUR 
WEIGHT TO 
THE LEFT AND 
RIGHT TO 
FOLLOW THE 
ROAD. 


Á А BECOME THE BIKE. 


MINE WHEN- IM GOING 
EVER You TO BUY A 
WANT, 


BIKE TOO. 


AH, BUT 

| GUESS I'LL 
OR: 
YOURS, 
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I'LL LOOK 
FORWARD TO 
SEEING YOU 
AGAIN! 


AH, WHAT 
CAN | DO? 
| CAN'T RESIST 
2) 
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HANKO - A STAMP WITH ONE'S NAME ON IT, USED IN PLACE OF A SIGNATURE. 


LET'S SEE, 
WHERE'S MY 
HANKO? 


| WASN'T 
LAUGHING, / YO ИНЕТ, 
a^ F HAVE HAD 

A 6000 


LAUGH. 


AT 
FIRST... 


| THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 


SOME- 
ONE ELSE. 
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| DON'T THINK 
+ PROBABLY. Эрч SHE'D REALLY 
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"MARUKO 
"MARUKO" MARUKO." 
SOUNDS A 
BIT LIKE A WITH МУ 
BOYS NAME, 
THOUGH. 


IT USED TO 
BE "MARUKO" 
IN HIRA- 
GANA. 


| LIKED THE 
SOUND, BACK 


THEN. 


THAT'S 
WHY | MADE 
MY FAMILY 
NAME "MARUKO" 
AS WELL. 


1... DIDN'T 


IF You 
WANT TO. 


DIDN'T 
LIKE YOUR 


1 WANTED 
TO SHOW 
MY INDE- 
PENDENCE. 


BIT COMP- 
LICATED. 


JUST CRAZY 
ABOUT YOU. 
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Story 119 
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MAKKI-CHAN IS A 
LITTLE LIKE MARUKO. 


OR HOW THEY 
GET STRANGELY 
EMBARRASSED. 


LIKE HOW 
THEY CHOOSE 
STRANGE 
THINGS TO 
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TOO FAST... 


NO ONE 
CAME BY. 
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оц 
CAN'T LEARN 
ANYTHING 


IN THIS 
PLACE. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU MAKIN'? 


ο 
ZENZAI. 


ыы. 


88118 еп А 


HATO-MARI DI 
Pis ELECTRIC 


EN 


m 


==. 


// 


у 


3 
"ו‎ m 


маш 
УМ 


Story 120 ~ Voice 


SHOPPING IN 
KINAGUSA. 


KINAGUSA 16 
THE ONLY 


YOU CAN 
Й REALLY CALL 
A "TOWN." 


CONSOMMÉ - A FRENCH, REDDISH-ORANGE SOUP MADE FROM BOUILLON. 


LUKEWARM AIR, 


AN EVENING THE COLOR OF CONSOMME, 
FILLED WITH SO MANY SCENTS. 


/ DON'T TAKE THE DIRECT ROUTE HOME. 


1 THINK I'LL 
GO ТО THE 
"NORTHERN 
TOWN." 


THE ROAD TO 


THE NORTHERN 
TOWN HAS BEEN 
THIS TOWN'S 
MAIN STREET 
FOR A LONG 


THERE ARE 
ALWAYS SIGNS 
OF PEOPLE 


LIVING HERE, 

rs BUT | SELDOM 

QUIETER SEE ANYONE. 
THAN THE 
DESERTED 


FIELDS. 


THE NORTHERN TOWN. 


! CAME HERE WITH 
SENSEI ONCE. 


\\ 
) 
| 
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THIS PLACE USED 
TO BE CALLED 
YOKOSUKA. 


THE FLOODED TOWN BELOW 
/2 NO DIFFERENT THAN. 
YOKOHAMA. 


BUT FOR SOME REASON, 
HERE THE NAME DIDN'T 
ASCEND TO THE MOUNTAIN 
ABOVE. 


THE NAME OF 
YOKOSUKA LIES 
BENEATH THE SEA, 
WITH THE CITY. 


FROM DEEP WITHIN... 


A VOICE 


ARISES 


LOUD AND 
LONG. 
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